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What does 
NYS’s ESSA plan 

say?

“The Department supports school districts in 
facilitating successful P-12 transitions by 
encouraging the entire school community (district 
leadership, teachers, support service personnel, 
students, families, community partners, and other 
relevant stakeholders) to form collaborative 
transition teams that are an ongoing presence in 
each cohort’s P-12 academic experience. The 
transition team’s purpose is to ensure that the 
needs of each cohort of students are identified and 
met before, during, and after key transition points. 
Successful transition teams should begin planning 
two years before each transition point, and 
implement activities no later than one year before 
each transition point.”
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Two New Resources from NYSED

WHY? Challenge of working with multiple 
formats, confusion about focusing on discrete 
skills, missing domain areas

WHAT? A clear, comprehensive consolidated 
standards resource supporting concepts in Intro 
to NYS Next Gen Early Learning Standards 

WHO? Office of Early Learning, Office of 
Curriculum and Instruction; feedback from 
Bilingual and World Languages, Special 
Education, P2 Task Force
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Reminder of Purpose
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• The Pre-K and K Standards 
Resources are NOT:

 A curriculum or mandated set of 
practices

 A checklist 
 A way to stifle creativity of 

children or teachers
 Intended to be used to bar 

children from kindergarten entry
 Meant to replace IEP goals and 

objectives

The Pre-K and K Standards Resources 
ARE:

A framework for designing curriculum 
and instruction for Pre-K and K 
students;

A resource for planning professional 
learning opportunities; and,

A tool for focusing discussions on early 
learning by educators, policy makers, 
families, and community members and 
cross-sector Kindergarten transition 
groups.



What’s Inside?
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Each Resource Includes:

Introduction
Purpose of the Document

Guiding Principles

Students with Disabilities

Multilingual Learners

Understanding Kindergarten as a Unique Level (K 
only)

Learning Standards by Domain

Planning Curriculum and Instruction

References and Resources



Domains of Learning
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Planning Curriculum and Instruction: Pre-K 
Instructional Unit Framework Example

• Includes:

 Unit Snapshot

 Focus Standards

 Introduction

 Unit Framework

 Unit and sample weekly plans

 Ideas for Learning Centers

 Foundational and Supporting Texts

 Student Work Samples
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Planning Curriculum and Instruction: 
Kindergarten Interdisciplinary Unit of Study 

Planning Template

Includes:

 Unit Overview

 Learning Standards

 Unit Planning Template

 Weekly Planning Template

 Planning for Learning Centers
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STANDARDS 
are THE 

DESTINATION, 
BUT HOW YOU 

GET THERE IS 
UP TO YOU!
https://vimeo.com/317575562
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FOSTERING 
EFFECTIVE 
TRANSITIONS INTO 

KINDERGARTEN
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How Are Young 
Children 
Doing?

We are seeing increasing poverty.

• Of American children under age six, 
about 1 in 4 currently lives in poverty, 
and the total number has steadily 
increased over the past decade.

• Of those in poverty, most have 
multiple additional risk factors such as 
single parent homes, low levels of 
parental education, or teenage 
mothers.

National Center for Children in Poverty, 2013
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How Are Young 
Children 
Doing?

Low-income children are at risk 
for entering school significantly 
behind their more affluent 
peers:

• 4–5 year-old children from 
low-income families 
are 12–14 months below 
national norms in 
language development.

Klein & Knitzer, 2007

12



How Are Young 
Children 
Doing?

Of children from low-income 
families:

• 70% fail to read on grade 
level at 3rd grade.

• 73% will not catch up in later 
grades.
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How Are Young 
Children 
Doing?

• The national graduation rate is 
78.2%, but only about 66-70% for 
African American and Hispanic 
students.

• The average high school dropout 
costs the U.S. economy $240,000.

• In 2009, the median income of 
those between 18 and 67 years 
old who did not complete high 
school was $25,000, compared 
with $43,000 for those with GEDs.
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Disparities by Kindergarten
Hart & Risley, 1995
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Percent of Kindergarteners Passing Proficiency 
Levels in the Fall 

(Child Trends, 2010)
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HOW SUCCESSFULLY 
ARE CHILDREN 

STARTING 
KINDERGARTEN? Successful

52%

Difficult

16%

Some 

Proble

ms

32%
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Teachers say “half my class or more” entering 
kindergarten have:
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Difficulty communicating/

language problems

Problems with social skills

Difficulty working as part of a group

Difficulty working independently

Lack of academic skills

Difficulty following directions
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Rimm-Kaufman, Pianta, & Cox, 2000
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Early School 
Experiences 

Matter

We know that:

• Effective early school 
experiences can close 
achievement gaps.

• Stability and consistency 
between settings is 
crucial to children’s 
success.
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Early School 
Experiences 

Matter

Kindergarten teacher–child 
relationships predict:

• Academic and behavior 
outcomes through eighth 
grade, particularly for 
children with behavior 
problems in kindergarten.

• Stable relationships with 
teachers remain stable over 
time. 
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Early School 
Experiences 

Matter

Kindergarten family involvement is 
associated with:

• More cooperative, self-
controlled, and socially engaged 
children. 

• Lower rates of high school 
dropout, increased on-time high 
school completion, and higher 
grade completed. 

• Higher achievement in language 
and math, and higher ratings on 
peer interactions. 
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Why do we 
need to PLAN

for kindergarten 
transitions?

Some children have attended:

• prekindergarten in a public 
school

• a half day program in a 
nursery school

• a Head Start program

• Family or Group Family 
Child Care

• a center based program 
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Why do we 
need to PLAN

for kindergarten 
transitions?

While other children:

• stayed home with a 
parent or family member

• stayed with a neighbor or 
friend

• stayed in multiple places 
because child care was 
not open when a family 
member worked
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Jacob

Jacob attended 
prekindergarten located in a 
public school operated by a 
Community Based 
Organization.  The classroom 
has had three teachers this 
year.
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Tatiana

Tatiana is on the waiting list for 
the prekindergarten program 
located in her public school.  Her 
family is over income for Head 
Start and child care tuition is too 
high.  Tatiana goes to a half day 
nursery school program at her 
family’s church where her 
grandmother can walk her every 
day.  She stays with her 
grandmother the rest of the day.
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Katelynn

Katelynn’s mom is a single mother who 
works an overnight shift at a store 
stocking shelves.  Because there are no 
child care options during her mom’s shift, 
Katelynn stays with various people 
overnight throughout the week.  During 
the day, she is home while her mom 
sleeps.  Katelynn had a seat in the 
prekindergarten program but had no one 
to pick her up when the program ended 
due to her moms sleep schedule so they 
opted out of the program.  
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Oliver 

Oliver attends a Head Start 
program for five hours per 
day, every day.  The program 
has an extended care option 
that he attends while his dad 
is in school and his mom is 
at work.  
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Deepening OUR 
Understanding….

• How do early childhood programs, 
elementary schools and teachers learn 
about these experiences?

• How can we make sure the 
kindergarten year builds upon and 
deepens children’s previous learning?

• What are the best ways to keep 
children and families connected to 
school and engaged in learning?

• How can early childhood programs, 
schools, and teachers provide the 
smoothest transition possible?
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http://www.p12.nysed.gov/earlylearning
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FOSTERING SUCCESSFUL 
ADJUSTMENT

• Information 

• Relationships

• Alignment

Successful 

Adjustment

Pianta & Kraft-Sayre, 2003 
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At the beginning of 

kindergarten:

• Greater frustration tolerance

• Better social skills

• Fewer conduct problems

• Fewer learning problems

• More positive approaches to 

learning

More preschool 

to K transition 

practices =

TRANSITION ACTIVITIES AND 

POSITIVE OUTCOMES

NCEDL, 1,000 children, 250 schools
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES

For successful transitions, remember that:

• It’s a process, not a program.

• Supportive and informational relationships are 
resources for children. 

• Connections serve as a bridge for children, 
families, and schools across time and contexts.

Pianta & Kraft-Sayre, 2003 
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Words of 
Wisdom…….

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AndlvkCm3hg
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